
    Read Mark 11:12-26. Mark deliberately places Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree with His cleansing
of the temple. The point is not that Jesus was irritated because He had skipped breakfast. The
two events interpret one another. The fig tree was covered with leaves but bore no fruit, and
the temple was filled with religious activity but lacked the fruit God desired. Sacrifices were
being bought and offered, prayers were being made, and the temple was bustling with activity,
and yet, the religious leaders were simultaneously plotting to kill God's Messiah. Jesus' actions
echo the prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah: God's house was never intended to be a hiding place
where people could continue in sin simply because they continued showing up for religious
services. Sacrifice has always been meaningless when separated from a heart surrendered to
God.
     The fig tree therefore becomes a sobering picture of Israel: impressive on the outside, but
barren where it mattered most. There were plenty of leaves - religious knowledge, ritual,
activity, tradition - but no fruit of humble obedience and genuine devotion. The coming of Jesus
meant that the people of God could no longer hide behind outward religious performance. A
change of times demanded a change of heart. And that warning reaches us with particular
force because, under the new covenant, God's temple is no longer a building in Jerusalem.
Under the new covenant, those in Christ are God’s dwelling place. The question is not simply
whether we attend worship, pray, read Scripture, or participate in ministry. The deeper question
is, what is happening inside the house where God has chosen to dwell?
     Our souls should be a house of prayer rather than a house for play. Our interior world ought
to be shaped by a living relationship with Jesus. Faith and prayer are not religious decorations
we add to our lives; they are the means by which we continually place ourselves before God in
dependence upon Him. Jesus also connects this teaching with forgiveness. A renewed inner life
culminates in love for one’s brothers and neighbors. Overwhelmed by God’s grace, His people
begin to see others with the compassion, mercy, and patience of the Father.
     This passage is both challenging and wonderfully hopeful. Our Lord is forever concerned with
the places He inhabits. His work of sanctification reaches beneath appearances into the hidden
places of the heart. He wants to wither away whatever is spiritually barren, false, or destructive
so that something genuinely fruitful can grow in its place. We need not fear that renewal will
leave us empty; Christ desires to fill His temple with prayer, faith, forgiveness, holiness, and life.
His formation is not cosmetic. It is an interior work that lasts. 
     Prayerfully consider the following: What part of my interior life needs to be renewed,
surrendered, or "withered away" so that Christ can produce something more fruitful? How might
deeper faith, prayer, and forgiveness become evidence this week that my soul is truly becoming
a dwelling place for God?

August 2026 Growth Goals

Watch the Bible Project video on Mark
(available on the website).

Read the Gospel of Mark

Spend ten minutes in silence and stillness each day.
Memorize one of the weekly memory verses.

Disciples In Training, Then & Now - The Gospel of MarkDisciples In Training, Then & Now - The Gospel of Mark 26

Weekly Memory Verse:
“Keep watching and praying, so that you will not come into

temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Mark 14:38

I Am a House
of Prayer

I Am a House
of Prayer

Weekly Affirmation:


