
Wonder-Working God: Giver of Marvelous Gifts!

Exodus 13:22

“He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night, from the presence of the people.”

Weekly Memory Verse:
Victory Is Not by

the Arm of the Flesh,
but by the Arm of the Lord!

Weekly Affirmation:

39

      Read Exodus 17:8–13. When Israel faced the Amalekites in the wilderness, it wasn’t a fight
they could avoid. God’s people had to take a stand. Joshua led the army into battle, while
Moses went up on the hill with the staff of God in his hand. This moment teaches us some
powerful truths about the spiritual battles we face today.
      1. Sometimes we must take the offensive in spiritual battles. The Amalekites didn’t wait
for Israel to attack, they came after them. Satan doesn’t always wait for an invitation. There
are times when we must take the initiative to fight spiritually. We do that in: Prayer – talking
with God daily, seeking His will, and inviting His strength. Study – filling our minds with truth
from Scripture so that fear and temptation lose their power. Speaking Truth in Love – gently
but firmly sharing God’s Word in our relationships with others. Setting boundaries – guarding
our hearts, our time, and our minds from things that pull us away from God. Spiritual warfare
isn’t passive. We take the offensive not with swords, but with Scripture, prayer, love, and holy
living.
      2. Even when we take action, we do not rely on the “arm of flesh.” Joshua was fighting
the battle, but victory didn’t depend on his sword - it depended on God. As long as Moses
held up the staff of God, Israel prevailed. When his hands fell, Amalek gained the
advantage. It’s tempting to think we can “win” life’s battles by working harder or being
smarter. But the truth is, our strength alone is never enough. Our confidence is not in human
ability, but in divine power given us through Holy Spirit (Ephesians 6:17-18).
     3. Leaders need support just as much as soldiers. While Joshua’s hands were heavy in
battle, Moses’ hands were heavy in prayer. He grew tired, but he didn’t stand alone. Aaron
and Hur came alongside and supported his hands until sunset. The word used for “support”
here is the same used in the New Testament for “strengthening” others in faith. It’s found in
places like Luke 22:32, Acts 18:23, Romans 1:11, and 1 Thessalonians 3:2, where believers are
encouraged to strengthen or establish one another in the Lord. Leaders carry heavy
responsibilities. Their “hands” grow weary too. Just as Moses needed support, our leaders
need encouragement, prayers, and partnership.
     Prayerfully consider the following: In what area of your life do you need to take the
offensive spiritually instead of waiting for things to change? How can you rely more fully on
God’s strength instead of your own effort? Who can you come alongside to help strengthen?
How might the church grow stronger if everyone lifted up their leaders in prayer and
practical support?

The Book of Exodus

Watch the Bible Project video on Exodus
(available on the website).

November 2025 Growth Goals

Read the Book of Exodus
Write out a list of things for which you are thankful,
at least one thing from each day of the month.
Read it over Dec. 1st.

Memorize one of the weekly memory verses.


